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That én tie Captains but a Halty Word, 


Which, in the Soldier, #s flat Blafphemy. 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 3. 1735. 





BOTHING is more clearly 
» conceiv’d than the Meaning of 
MoRALITY, in gevera/; nothing 
more /oofely confider’'d than the 
Application of its particular Du- 
ties. —- There are few Publick 
Converfations, wherein cenfo- 

nde rious Reflections are not cait 
upon Qualities, or Pradtices, which fome of the 
Company know to be chargeable upon the very 
Perfon, who paffes the Cenfure. — Now, as it is 
impoffible, a Man fhould chafe to make fo abfurd 
and ridiculous a Figure as he does, and muft, make, 
upon fuch an Occafion, This Weaknefs can only 
arife from too blind a Partiality, in Favour of Owr- 
feives, which prevents us from thinking it neceffary 
to Examine our Hearts, and our Memories, in or- 
der to difcover, whether we have a Right to deliver 
the Cenfure. — Which if we did, It is probable, 
even where the Heart fhould tell us, we bave Right, 
yet, after fuch deliberate Paufings for Enquiry, the 
Memory might interpofe fome Recollection, drawn 
either from Good-breeding, or Humanity, whence 
it wou'd appear more decent, or more generous, to 
forbear the Reflection, than to make it. 

It wou’d be ulelefs to prompt Particular Offenders, 

with Regard to the General Folly, for the fame 
Reafon that wou’d make it a very ridiculous Civility 
to offer a dry Pair of Gloves, toward fhifting a wet 
Friend, who had accidentally been plunged in a 
Horfe-pond. — Jt is the Guilt of the whole People, 
in all Nations ; and practis’d fo infenjibly, that it is 
to be found, like our Bowes, in Every Part of us all, 
and yet we have none of us any Feelmg of it. — It 
was bur the other Day, when, happening to ftep in- 
to a Coffee-Houfe, I heard an Angry old Fellow, 
declaiming himfelf into a Fever, againft the Basr- 
Nuss of a Valet, who, he faid, had the Impudence, 
wget himfelf married to arich young Heire/s.—But, 
as [ happened to be acquainted with the Private 
Hiftory of this ftri& Moralif?, It gave me fome 
Surprize, that it fhou’d never all the while fo much 
as glance upon his Thoughts, that he had, Himéelf, 
been a broken Shopkeeper, Buwi/t into a Gentleman, 
oy Effect of Ten Thoufand Pounds, which He drew 
to him with a Girl, whom he was known, by 
moft of the Company, to have courted and mar- 
ried from a Boarding-School, under the Name of a 
Baronet, who was only his diftant Relation. 

THE Greek, and Roman, Hiftorians, abound with 
Inftances of This immoral Narrownef$ of Heart, 
miftaken, for a Publick Virtue, and difguifed under 
the Appearance of Humanity. — Where-ever the 
are defcribing their Inroads upon Countries, whic 
had the Misfortune to border on their Provinces, 
They flide, infentibly, over Murders, and Robbery, 
and fan¢ctify their own Butcheries, with the finer 
Name and Pretence of Civilizing Barbarians, and 
Reducing Savage Nations under the Proteétion of 
their Empire. — But, when Thefe Barbarians, in 
Rerurn, invaded, with a like Succefs, the Provinces 
of their Oppreffors, It is pleafantly provoking to 
obferve, with how malicious an Energy the partial 
Orators declaim, in Deteftation of the Perfidy ; 
As if Actions, which, on their Side, were Valour, 
Fiftice, and Humanity, had chang’d Colour, with 
their Change of Party, and become, when 
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put in Practice againft Themfelves, Violation, Cru- 
elty, and Rapine! — Yet, fo it is, in all their Hit 
torians, — Every Mifchief, which they /uffer’d, 
was an Execrable, and unpardonable, ViLLAINY.— 
Every Robbery. which they committed, was the 
Effect of a Martial Ardour, — Its Triumphs were 
Due to the Superiority of their Genius, and deferve- 
ing Laurels, and immortal Glory, 

To bring this Reflection nearer Home, The 
fame Violation of moral Reafoning, is diftinguifh- 
able, Every Where, in the Chronicles of our own 
Country. —- Not an Eye but is turn’d up, with 
Aftoniihment, not a Heart but is torn with Com- 
paflion, at the Depredations of thofe Blood-thirfty 

ANEs, when plundering, and burning, Year after 
Year, our Towns on the Sea-Coaift, and murdering 
the poor, innocent, ENGLIsH! — But, in that Pare 
of the Story, where the Anceftors of thofe Englifb 
are driving out the true and mative Proprietors, 
from thofe very Places, wherein their own Pofte- 
rity met with fo juft a Retaliation, There, no-body 
feels any Concern for the Suffering Side! All the 
Remark which we are willing to {pare in That Place, 
upon the Subject, is, that thefe Conquering Fore- 
fathers of ours were the Braveft People ix the World; 
and that they have left us their Courageous Hearts, 
for a Token ! — | 

I was thrown into this Track of Thinking, up- 
on cafting my Eye over a Page or two of a k, 
call’d the Briti{h Empire, in America, where I met 
with a Succeffion of thefe low, unjuft, and indeed 
Difhoneft, Reflections, occafioned by a Defperate 
Attempt of fome unhappy Negro Wretches, about 
thirty Years ago, to throw off the Yoke of theif 
never-ending S/avery, in one of our Plantations, 
by a Rath, and unfuccefsful Rebellion. 

Hap this Writer confin’d his Cenfure to the Im- 
prudence, and Precipitation, of their Defign, it had 
been a juft, and a Reafonable, Remark : — But, 
to condemn it, with a ferious Face of Aufterity, as 
a Piece of perfidious, and UNGRATEFUL Villainy.— 
To pretend, that there could be any atural In- 
juftice, in the Endeavours of a wretched Race, to 
deliver themfelves and their Lateft Pofterity, from 
a Condition, to which Death is a thoufand Times 
atte: (and from which our own Anceftors are 

cnown to have delivered this Kingdom, by the Mur- 
der of Thoufands of their Oppreffors, in cold 
Blood, and in one fingle Night) is to turn Reefon- 
ing into Stupidity, blot out Serioufnefs from Hittory, 
and render ridiculous the Pretences of Truth, 

Fuftice, and Morality. 

THE proper Remark which one wou’d have ex- 
pected, on fuch an Occafion, had been, by way of 
Caution, to our induftrious Countrymen, in thofe 
diftant Settlements, not to Encreafe with too yn- 
guarded an <Avarice, the Numbers of their Black 
Inmates, from Africa. — Inftru€tive Inftances 
might have been Drawn, from the Hiftories of all 
Civiliz’d Nations, to make manifeft the Dangerous 
Likelibood of their becoming Deftrous, and Able, in 
fome future Period of Timeyto recover their own 
Freedom, by the Deftrultion of their Mafters, fo 
much weaker than Themf{elves in Number, and fo 
much /e/s able to fupport the Labours, and Severi- 
ties, of War, in Cafe of fo probable and fo bloody 
a Struggle, as That between Luxury, and Mifery. 

-— Juft 
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Laborious Poor of our own Nation, in atmuch Larger 
Proportion than has hitherto been practis’d, thereby 
to fecure the Satefy of our American Settlements, 
by an Effectual Balance againft Negro Rebe‘lions 5 
‘and relieve at the fame Time, their Morher Coun. 
try, from a Confiderable Part of her Expence in 
Support of a not only Ufelefs, but Dangerous, and 
Burthenfom, Over-Proportion of unemployed Poor, in 

all Parts of thefe Kingdoms. 
An Eminent Merchant has communicated to me, 
‘ in a Letter which he lately received from an Itland 
in that Part of the World I have been fpeaking of, 
the Speech of an Old Free Negro, who feems to 
have put himfelf in the Front of a Revolted Body 
of thofe People, who have fortified themfelves in 
the Mountains, and make Head again{ft the united 
Power of their Mafters, — I fhall publith ir, in 
another Paper, for the Sake of fome Warnings that 
may be drawn from the dangerous and unexpected 
Ufe, they are preparing to make, of Arts, and 
Leffons, which were taught ’em, no Doubt, with a 
View to the Profit, of their Mafters ; and without 
the leaft Reflection on the Probability of their be- 
ing, one Day, turn’d, againft their Bofoms. — Bur, 
at prefent, wanting Room, for this Speech, at 
Length, I fhall borrow the Remainder of my Paper, 
from the Good Senfe, and Humour, of Two of 
my Correfpondents. 





autninll, 


Veri Furis, germaneque Fuftitie, folidam et ex- 
preflam effigiem nullam tenemus, uwmbris et ima- 
ginibus utimur. [Retaining no longer the 

-» folid and expre/s Bovis, of Right, avd Juttice, 

‘ her Affociate, we fupply deficient Realities, with 
their Refemblance, 4 faint Shadowings. | 





Mr. Prompter, 
66 A Monesr the many forts of CorRUPTION 
which taint the Hearts, and biafs the Fudz- 
“< ments of Men, there is none fo /pecious, as that 
‘« which flows from Friendfhip, or Perfonal Regard. 
c _.. "Tis a fubtle Prejudice which very often mixes 
« with our Councils and Determinations, without 
“our attending to it, or being fexfible of its In- 
“ fluence. — It wears the Form of Pity and Com- 
“ paffion, which prevents our feeing the Deformity. 
< It has the Air of Good-Nature, and is moft likely 
“ to prevail upon the better fort of Men; yet ’tis 
« Fahl, as it is foreign to the Merits of the Caufe, 
« which is the only Thing that lies upon the Fudge, 
! “ and ought to be the Meafure of his Decrees. In 
* '  € fhort, whatever tends to pervert Right, is of moft 
“ mifchievous Confequence, and ought to be 
« guarded againft with the utrmoft Care. 
_ © TrutTH is the plain and honett Nature of 
“ Things, — as they are in Themfelves — void of 
<¢ all falfe Colours, and Diftinéfions, which the Art 
« and Policy of Mortals too often difguife her 
«“ with ; fhe wages eternal War with Fraud and 
“< Deceit; fhe abhors all mean Attachments. to 
“ Times or Seafous, Perfons or Places; fhe is but 
“ Jittle converfant with Worldy Wifdom, but feldom 
“¢ fails to enlighten the Minds of her Howef? Vora- 
“ vies; No Opinions, however venerable by the 
, “ Ruft of Antiquity, or back’d by the Coz/ent of 
te 4ges, can ftand in Competition with Her ; No 
%& Human Laws, however folemnly Ezaéfed, can be 
“ of any Price or Eftimation, unlefs She fixes their 
«< Value. How fordid are the Decrees of Courts, 
“ Councils, and Senates, that are not founded upon 
« this Bafis! She dwelt from Eternity in, and will 
« finally be the unerring Standard of, that Supreme 
“ Goodne/s, which is Truth It/elf. 
« Justice, [ mean Natural Fuftice, as it ought 
‘¢ to be the Rule of Human Actions, requires our 
« ftrict Conformity to this Heavenly Pattern : 
« Whenever we deviate from Ir, tho’ influenc’d 
« only by a too partial Tevderne/s, or too rigid Re- 
“ oard to Precedent, we in that Inftance forfeit 
“ our Integrity, and, rightly confider’d, are no lefs 
“ ¢orrupt, than when aw’d by Fears, betray’d by 


prevail’d, againft fending over to thofe Colonies the 
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«“ [ po not mean by all this, Mr. Pro-zprer, tg 
arraign thole partial Regards which prevail in: 
common Intercour/2, and the erdimary Relations of 
Life — No, ’tis unnatural, nor to preter the In. 
terefts. of Thofe we Love, or have Obligations 
to, or whoie Characters we moit admire, to all 
others. °Tis a glorious Weakneis, if it ée One, 


“even toover-rake the good Qualities, and be blind, 


to the Fat/izzs, of our Friends, and Benctactors, 
— But furely, to fuffer ourfelves to be mitled 
by any of thefe Prejudices, where Matter of 
Rigor ought only to be contider’d, between 
Man and Man! Couw'd Courts of Fuftice lie un- 
der fuch unhappy Influences, as to be mov'd b 
Favour, more than the honeft Merits of the Cafe, 
the Evil were too rank to efcape without Cen- 
{ure, and I hope you wou'd feverely animadvert 
upon it: Since, as it was wifely remark’d by 
Lord Bacon, The Private Dealings of Mankind 
are aptly compar’d to {mall Rivulets; but rhe 
Publick Behaviour of Judges, to rheir Fountain 
Heads, which once mudded, [vou contaminate the 
Whole. 
Yet, of fuch Thinzs there have, formerly, 
been Examples. — Crite was the honefteft, and 
perhaps the ableft Man of his Time ; — His 
Birth indeed obfcure, but his Merit prov’d a fuf- 
ficient Recommendation, and plac’d him at the 
Top of his Profeffion. — In fhort, he became 
a Judge, and continued fo many Years; — His 
Judgment was found, his Apprchenfion lively, 
his Knowledge extenfive : His Prodity, though 
often put to the Trial, was not to be fhaken by 
Hopes or Fears ; — And yet, fo unaccountably 
perverfe and treacherous are the Movements of 
Man’s Heart! — This very Crito, this incom- 
parable Man, whom no Places could bzy, no 
Honours cou'd allure, was once known, in a 
Caufe of very great Importance, to facrifice his 
Integrity to Perfowal Friend/bip and Efteem. Had 
it not been for This, Crito wou’d have left a 
Character behind him, not to be match’d, thro’ 
all fucceeding Ages. 
“ How different from This, how worthy the 
Imaittion of all Thofe who at prefent enjoy, or 
may hereafter be exalted to, that Sacred Truft, 
was the fteady Virtue of K. Philip of Macedon, 
on whofe illuftrious Name Era/mus has ftamp’d 
the following Excomium. — Indulgebat Amicis, 
fed quatenus licebat integra Judicis Opigione. — 
The very Friendfhips, which He mott indulg’d, 
engroffing but bis Tendernefs, left him wholly in 
Poffeffion of a Judge’s firmeft Impartiality ! 
Yours, 

SOCRATES. 
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To the Author of the Prompter. 


STR; | 
6 hiad Tam a pretty good Occonomift, and keep 


what [ have, together, very well in the main; 
— yet | do, now and then, zim a Crown from 
my Heir, to go and hear an Opera. ‘T’other 
Night, I went to my Fav’rite One, O'rHo 5 but, 
Death. to my Ears! — In the midft of the fieft 
Song, that ever ANGEL, (that is to fay, Fari- 
NELLI) fung, the Sea, at the further End of the 
Stage, that usd to turn round, filextly, and xa- 
turally, upon its own xis, broke through all 
Decorums at once, and fqueak’d like Fifty Bag- 
Pipes. — You may eafily judge the Vexation I 
was in. — Be fo good as to prompt the Ma- 
nagers in One of your Papers, and admonith 
em to greaje their Ocean a litde better, againft 
next Time: For, tho’ it may not be poffible ta 
make it Roar as it ought to do, it thou’d not 
be fuffer’d, to Creax, in fo diftordant a man- 
ner, to the utter Ruin of all Mufical Extertain- 
ments, and grievous Offence of ug. Alex of Tafte. 

- Yours, 
Gabriel Jews-trump. 
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